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The literature demonstrates that there is a broad consensus amongst scholars and 
experts as to the fact accountability is ineffective at present, that these shortcomings 
encourage the non-compliance of the accepted constitutional norms, which then erode 
public trust and institutional competence in performing their constitutional roles. The 
literature demonstrates that despite scope of the debate, that there is room for a 
doctoral student to make an original contribution through a development of a normal 
theory regarding constitutions and accountability, and to develop new and novel 
solutions to the perceived problems facing the United Kingdom. In essence there is 
considerable intellectual scope for the student to construct a novel and original thesis 
on the theme of constitutional reform and the case for and





 

Potential academic significance and impact of research 
 



 

 
In terms of impact the student’s doctoral research will have the potential to inform the 
debate. The student will be encouraged to think about the normative purpose of a 
constitution, how it functions on a day-to-day basis and where recent events have 
demonstrated opportunity for reform. The student may choose to favour wholesale 
reform through a written constitution and draw upon recent scholarship by Professor 
Blackburn, Professor Blick, Professor Bogdanor, Professor Albert, and Dr Jones, which 
sets out the cases for and against constitutional reform, to seek to reform a specific 
aspect of the constitution and the system of government. 
 
By way of example, Dr Monaghan’s proposed reform of impeachment is a partial 
reform, that is potentially justified by a lack of governmental accountability within the 
Westminster system. The key point is that scholars and practitioners have been able 
to make the case for partial reforms and highlight distinct areas and make an original 
case. Recent examples include Dr White’s highly acclaimed book, Held in Contempt 
(Manchester University Press 2022), which addresses the problems facing the House 
of Commons. We believe that the successful student will be able to make a novel and 
original contribution and have real impact. 
 
We would assist the student in engaging with learned societies and delivering papers 
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The Interview 
All successful applicants will be offered an interview with the proposed Supervisory 
Team. You will be contacted by a member of the Research School Team to find a 
suitable date. Interviews can be conducted in person or over Microsoft Teams.  
 
Funding your PhD 
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satisfaction nationally. Key to our success in his area is the Research School, a focal 
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